creative scotland

Vital Spark Awards

	Deadline
	5pm on 30 November 2009

	Timescale for our decision
	March 2010 

	Funds available
	£1 million over two years

We anticipate a further deadline in Autumn 2010, with the budget split evenly over the two deadlines.

	Level of grants
	£20,000 - £100,000

	Partnership funding 
	You can apply for a maximum of 90% of the total project costs. We require a minimum of10% partnership funding in cash – any additional partnership funding may be cash or in-kind


Background:
The Innovation fund is the first Creative Scotland initiative and has received a £5million investment over 2009/10 - 2010/11 from the Scottish Government. The Innovation fund aims to support and sustain the artistic and creative community during the economic downturn by offering new routes of funding for artists and creative practitioners. The Vital Spark Awards are to enable ambitious, ground breaking collaborations in the arts, creative industries and beyond.  The Vital Spark Awards will be administered by the Scottish Arts Council on behalf of Creative Scotland.  
Vital Spark Awards

The Vital Spark Awards will enable the awardees to extend their practice, developing new work through imaginative and creative collaborations.  The Awards have been established to encourage lateral thinking and the exchange of ideas. The fund seeks to support collaborations between artists, producers and other creative practitioners including film-makers, along with practitioners from other sectors including the wider creative industries, science and education.  There is potential within the Vital Spark awards for international collaborations, however applications need to demonstrate the impact that such work would have for Scotland.
We will fund projects that push beyond traditional artistic boundaries and that enable creative experimentation. The awards are to enable creation of new work which should be publicly accessible through exhibition, performance, screening, publication, web resource, or some other form of distribution.  Applications that generate different approaches to engaging with audiences are also encouraged.
We welcome applications for collaboration between practitioners at different stages in their careers. We anticipate the projects that are funded being developed and realised throughout 2010/11. 

What we’re looking for?

All applications will be assessed against the following criteria:

· the creative and professional achievements of each of the collaborators
· the potential of the project to enable the collaborators to significantly extend their creative and professional practice

· the originality of the proposal and the motivation for this collaboration
· the degree to which the proposal can generate imaginative approaches to engaging with audiences
We expect all proposals to demonstrate that they will be managed and produced effectively 

Who can apply?

These awards are for professional artists and creative practitioners to work on a collaborative project, and there are options as to how you may go about this, which will determine how you make your application to this fund.

· Two or more artists/collaborators may propose to work together with one of the partners taking the lead in submitting the application and be the main point of contact through the application process.  

The lead applicant must have lived in Scotland for at least a year prior to the deadline for applications, and demonstrate a commitment to being based here for a least another two years. People who are in full-time education are not eligible to apply. 

· Two or more artists/collaborators may propose to work with an arts organisation or creative enterprise as a delivery partner on the management and/ or producing of the project (although we will not consider local authorities or government agencies in this role).  
In this instance, the application would be made by the partner organisation, who must meet our basic eligibility requirements of being formally established and having a commitment to equal opportunities.  The organisation would be responsible for managing the application and any grant, and must keep this role throughout the project as once we have made an award, we cannot change the lead organisation to which the grant has been paid
How to apply:

Applications should be made using the Vital Spark Application Form available from www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/funding/vitalspark.aspx and should ideally be sent by e-mail to vital-sparks@scottisharts.org.uk to arrive no later than 5.00 pm on Monday 30 November 2009.  You will receive an acknowledgement email by return which will ask you to send a hard copy of the signed statement page, along with any supporting material, to reach us by 5.00pm on Friday 4 December.  We need this as verification of your identity and that the application has been seen and approved by all of the collaborative partners.
If you prefer to submit a paper copy, please send your completed application form and any supporting material to:

Creative Scotland Vital Spark Awards

Scottish Arts Council

Grants Department

12 Manor Place 

Edinburgh EH3 7DD

Supporting Material

We will need certain information on support of your application

· CVs of all the collaborators involved in the project
· If the application is being made by a delivery partner on behalf of the collaborating artists, we will need evidence of your legal status, their latest audited accounts and their equal opportunities policy
Please also provide us with some examples of your work and that of your collaborators to support your application. For each application this can take the form of:

· 10 images, or
· 5 minutes video material, or
· 5 minutes of audio material, or
· details of published material
You can do this by or by providing a web link to where the supporting material can be accessed, or you can send us your material on CD or DVD along with your signed statement.  Please note that we may also ask later for additional material to demonstrate your work and support the application. 

If submitting images or video material on CD or DVD, we can accept the following formats.  Please also provide a list describing the material provided - a table for this is included in the application form.  
CD-ROM: 

· a maximum of 10 still images in JPEG format or moving images viewable through Window Media Player, Quick Time Player or Real Player  

· submitted images should be a minimum resolution of 640 pixels by 480 pixels (0.3 megapixels)
· the maximum size we can accept is 5MBs
· all media must be clearly labelled, detailing the work it contains

· if your work is created using a Mac, please avoid filenames which include non-alpha or numeric characters (e.g. % / ~ #) as these can often be incompatible with the PCs that we use
DVD 

· the format must be suitable for viewing through Windows Media Player, Quick Time Player or Real Player

· it must be a maximum of 5 minutes’ duration
· artists working in time-based forms may submit one DVD.  Where appropriate, this should include edited pieces from several works with titles
· all media must be clearly labelled detailing the work it contains and the full duration of the pieces, and cued for viewing
Application Process:

Each application will be assessed against the criteria on page 1 by a group of officers from the Scottish Arts Council and Scottish Screen, nominated by Creative Scotland. Shortlisted applications will then be considered by an independent Awards panel who will decide on the final awards. The independent Awards panel will be selected by Creative Scotland to represent a wide range of knowledge and experience. Details of the panel will be announced in December 2009.

Decisions will be announced in March 2010.
ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The Vital Spark Awards are being administered by the Scottish Arts Council on behalf of Creative Scotland, therefore the application process will be subject the Scottish Arts Council’s normal business practices.

 

How we work

As a public body working on behalf of Creative Scotland, the Scottish Arts Council has a duty to act impartially and with objectivity. We seek to exercise this function in a fair and even-handed manner that ensures we remain transparent and accountable at all times. We aim to be efficient, polite and supportive in everything we do.  We are committed to making the best use of resources available to us by making sure we provide high standards of quality and customer care.

We constantly aim to improve our services and welcome your comments and suggestions.  If you are unhappy with any part of your contact with us please let us know. You can phone or write to us at the usual address or email quality.service@scottisharts.org.uk and we will do our best to resolve your concerns as quickly as possible. However, if you are still not satisfied, you can get our complaints procedure from any member of staff, our Help Desk, or from the website at www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/contactus/complaints.aspx
Appeals 

If you are not satisfied with the way we have handled your funding application you can write or phone us to tell us why you are unhappy.  We will discuss your concerns with you and treat all comments you make very seriously.  If you are still not happy you have the right to appeal formally against how we have reached a funding decision.  For the purpose of the Vital Spark awards, Creative Scotland has adopted the Scottish Arts Council’s appeal procedure. You must make your appeal using our appeals form and send it to the Chair of the Appeals Committee within 28 days of the decision which you are appealing against.  You can get more information about our Appeals Procedure from our website at www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/information/publications/1000349.aspx
Publicity

You will find full listings of all the grants the Scottish Arts Council awards on our website at www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/funding/pastgrantsawarded.aspx
Openness and accountability

For the purposes of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) the Scottish Arts Council, acting on behalf of Creative Scotland, is a Scottish public authority and any information we hold (which could include your application) could be seen by anyone making a request under the Freedom of Information Act.  
 

We will hold information you supply in manual files.  We will then summarise it and transfer the details to a computer-based grants management system.  We are likely to hold reports from the information you supply within your application and from comments made on your application by external assessors and staff members are likely to be held on both manual and computer-based systems.  We will make the information you supply available to those assessing any other grant applications you make.
Occasionally, we will use the information contained in your application for the purposes of research and evaluation, and this may be done by people who are not staff of Creative Scotland or the Scottish Arts Council.

Sometimes we may hold meetings to consider large scale grant applications where members of the public and media might be present.  We could discuss your application, supporting material and reports written by our officers and independent assessors could be discussed at this open meeting.

 

By submitting your application you waive any right to raise any type of legal proceedings against Creative Scotland or the Scottish Arts Council as a result of us releasing the contents of your application in response to an information request made under FOISA.
Information that we may release
If your application is successful we will release the following information from your funding application if we receive a FOI request:

 

· your name

· the amount of funding requested 

· your 25 word project description 

 

If more detailed information is requested, we will consider this request under FOISA and follow the Act’s exemptions and the public interest test appropriately.

 

If we need to release more detail from your funding application we will contact you and let you know about this, although this may not always be possible.  We will only release information on applications that are successful.  We do not release information on unsuccessful applications 

 

For more information on the FOISA please see the Scottish Information Commissioners website at www.itspublicknowledge.co.uk or read the FOISA guidance on our website at www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/information/freedomofinformation.aspx.

.

Data protection

On behalf of Creative Scotland, the Scottish Arts Council will use data held on our grants management system for the following purposes 

· to report statistics 

· to assess applications 

· for accounting purposes 

· for contacting you

The details of your application may become public information (see Openness and Accountability above).  However, your personal details will be held within our grants management system and our paper files, and only our staff, appointed auditors and individuals or organisations who may help us assess or monitor grants will have access to them.

 

You have a right under the Data Protection Act 1998 to see the information we hold on you.  You can do so by completing a Subject Access Request form available on our website at www.scottisharts.org.uk/1/information/dataprotection.aspx.  By signing your application form you are agreeing that we can use your information as shown above.  For more information on the Data Protection Act 1998 see www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

